Victim Advocacy Committee Minutes
Okaloosa Walton Domestic Violence Coordinating Council
December 10, 2008
Present: Patti Abraham, Elaine Brewer, Kevin Cherry, Jeannette Debs, Cynthia Hopper, Nancy Paddock.

Absent: Terri Adkison, Michelle Espinoza, Amy Hanes, Kerri Lewis, Elizabeth Lockhart, Rhonda Mailman, Beth Marks, Mary Jean Petersen, Becki Pence, Brenda Porter

1. We reviewed the Surviving DV Guide Rights from Nebraska (that Patti had sent out in PDF form), decided it was too long and returned to the mini-booklet of Domestic Violence Resources (Tulsa, OK sample).  Sharon had previously reported that Michelle Sperzel, Executive Director of Shelter House was very interested in making this a reality.  Cynthia agreed to take it back to Shelter House and get them to work on the relevant sections.  Elaine will remind Michelle Espinoza that she agreed to review and edit the counseling, local resources and have her law enforcement intern ensure that the legal terms fit Florida law.  Jeannette Debs Emailed to all, the wording from DCF personnel to ensure that the Welfare & Food Stamps section is correct.  Patti promised to work on whatever other sections Shelter House wished to “farm out.”  Jeannette will work on sections about Housing, Supervised Visits and child care.     
2. During the discussion about the cover sheet “Community Resources for Assistance in Filing Petition for Injunction for Protection Against Domestic Violence,” we discussed the new arrangement at Shalimar Court House in which petitioners are separate from respondents in the Jury Assembly Room.  

3. Unfortunately that is not the case in Walton Co. Jeannette Debs suggested that someone should talk to Clerk of the Court, she’s very approachable and with their new space this should be possible.  
Next meeting, Wed. January 7, 2009! 1:30-2:30 at Judge Ben Gordon, Jr. Family Visitation Center, on Meigs Drive in Shalimar.  We will continue to meet on the first Wednesday of the month.   
Notes respectfully attempted by Jeannette Debs
