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 Okaloosa-Walton


Prevention Committee Minutes



Domestic Violence Coordinating Council

        2/12/09
  “Collaborating for a Cause.”


Members Present: Amy Hanes-Chair, Kristin Atkins, Jack Daly, Robin King

Location: Shelter House  

I. Introductions


II. Approval of Minutes – The committee approved the minutes from the meeting on 1-8-09. 

III. Report Out from Members. Amy Hanes reported out on the larger DVCC meeting that took place on ( ). During that meeting the Awareness Committee changed their name to the Professional Awareness Committee. Additionally, the DVCC is going to invite service agencies and survivors to speak at their quarterly meetings.  
Robin King inquired about progress with contacting the Eleanor Johnson Youth Center (EJYC). Kristin Atkins reported that she has not contacted them yet, but would be doing so in the next week. Robin King stated that he would attend a meeting set up between Shelter House and the EJYC if he was able to.
IV. Program Updates.
a. Boys & Girls Club 
i. Kristin Atkins reported that because basketball activities have started and run at the same time as prevention groups, fewer youth want to participate in prevention groups. The Prevention Committee agreed that Kristin should advocate for a time change for the group from 4-5pm (current time) to 3-4pm. Kristin also presented the idea of holding an additional meeting time for the Boys and Girls Club female group participants who are interested in a “girls only” group. The Prevention Committee was in support of this idea. The Committee also discussed how to handle youth’s misbehavior during the group, which is a serious distraction for interested group members. Jack Daly suggested using the rewards system that the Boys & Girls Club already has in place, stating that youth are already familiar with this rewards system, and the Boys and Girls Club already have buy-in for the approach, as evidenced by their use of it. The Committee also agreed that youth who are not interested in being in the group should be allowed to exit, for the benefit of those who do want to be in the group. 
b. Hope House
i. Kristin Atkins reported that Hope House is a former prevention partner and really wanted Shelter House to facilitate prevention groups with their youth. Shelter House agreed to do a 4 week program, Safe Dates, which would be more secondary in nature, due to the Hope House population and program (transient youth). Kristin Atkins reported that that the youth are very interested in the group topics and participate well. The groups will run through the month of February.   

c. Data Entry/Analysis

i. Amy Hanes and Kristin Atkins presented the group with copies of the pre-test survey completed by you in the Expect Respect group at the Boys & Girls Club. The committee reviewed the individual surveys. Amy and Kristin will enter data and present the results to the committee for analysis. 
V. Mission Statement Review & Update. 
The committee reviewed the Mission statement: “To enhance and collaborate with prevention efforts within Okaloosa and Walton Counties relating to domestic violence cases.” They agreed that the mission statement does not fit the main purpose of our committee, i.e. preventing domestic violence, since the mission is intervention based in nature (relating to domestic violence cases). The committee brainstormed and gathered ideas for a new mission statement. 
They agreed that their two main objectives related to primary prevention are “promoting awareness and building support” for primary prevention activities in the community.  They also agreed that they function to enhance prevention planning and activities (i.e. program planning and evaluation, etc.).  

Jack Daly stated that the emphasis on working with youth should be present in the mission statement. Kristin Atkins stressed the need for the mission statement to be broad enough to communicate to outsiders that Committee works to support primary prevention activities outside of direct youth intervention, including relational and community level interventions, even if those activities have not been realized yet. 

Amy Hanes offered to take the ideas stated at the meeting and combine them into a possible mission statement, and then present possibility to the committee at the following meeting. 

VI. Youth Led Awareness Project/Adult Night.  
This point was moved to the next meeting to the discussed in March. 
VII. Primary Prevention in Local Schools

Jack Daly brought up a concern related to the lack of primary prevention programming in the local school systems.  He stated that the committee should work on entry points into the local school system, as that is an ideal setting for implementing primary prevention activities. Amy Hanes stated that she would put this item on the agenda for the next meeting. 
VIII. Next Meeting – 3-12-09 from 2 – 3:30 pm at Shelter House.  
Amy Hanes suggested that meeting times be shortened to one and one-half hours each month, to better accommodate members’ schedules. Members agreed to the proposed change. 

IX. Adjournment
