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 Okaloosa-Walton


Prevention Committee Minutes



Domestic Violence Coordinating Council                                    11/12/2009
  “Collaborating for a Cause.”

        2-3pm, Shelter House
Members present: Emily Snipes – Chair, Aimee Tabb, Robin King, Kathy Johnson, Denise Lee, Patricia Burton
Notes taken by: 
Emily Snipes

I. Welcome & Introductions
Emily Snipes opened the meeting at 2:10 pm. 
II. Approval of Minutes
The committee reviewed and approved the minutes from the meeting on 10/08/09. 
III. Report Out/Program Updates
a. Shoal River Middle School
Groups with SRMS will conclude on November 16. After conclusion, a three-week poster campaign will begin, to end on December 14. Participants will design and create a series of posters to place around the school campus to raise awareness of teen dating violence and bullying. These posters will remain in place through the Spring 2010 school semester, while the second set of groups with males takes place.
b. Youth Village
Groups with Youth Village are mid-way, to end on December 15. A third round of groups is tentatively set for Spring, 2010. That round is expected to include/consist of a theatrical play that the youth will participate in and perform for family, friends, and community members.
c. Crestview High School
Groups with CHS began November 12, and will continue for 20 weeks. Students will still be separated by gender; groups will take place with boys on Tuesdays and girls on Thursdays, from 9:45-10:45am. 
d. Program Developments
YV will be participating in a focus group that will be conducted by FCADV December 3. The focus group will consist of 6-10 middle school aged youth and will inform the FCADV, the DELTA Project, the Governor’s Primary Prevention Initiative, and Shelter House’s Prevention Program.
The Boys and Girls Club has approached Shelter House about creating a 4 year contract to implement primary prevention groups at their Okaloosa and Walton County centers (FWB, DFS, and one other). This contract is in the very early stages, but is expected to create a long-term partnership between BGC and SH. Contract terms are expected to include ages of participating youth, potential schedule of groups, agreement to financial assistance of materials, etc. A finalized contract is expected by January.



IV. Primary Prevention and the Social Ecological Model
a. Talking Points Handout
The committee discussed the Primary Prevention Talking Points Handout, which outlines the Primary Prevention Approach, the SEM, and how PP works, gives examples of PP principles, among other topics. This handout will provide each committee member with basic knowledge of primary prevention to be used when talking about prevention in the community as well as facilitate discussion on addressing multiple levels of the SEM.
b. Current Levels

The committee discussed the current levels of the SEM that Shelter House’s Prevention Program is addressing: individual (groups being implemented with community partners) and relationship (trainings and on-going interaction with teachers at schools/mentors at after school programs). The community level will be addressed at SRMS (the school being the community) with a poster campaign to raise awareness of the issues of teen dating violence and bullying within their school. Additionally, if a theatrical play is put on at YV in which the families and community members are involved, the community level will be addressed there as well. The committee agreed that the program will be addressing 3 of the 4 levels of the SEM within SRMS and YV at this point.
c. Addressing Multiple Levels - ??

The committee discussed additional ideas to simultaneously address multiple SEM levels:
- incorporating a community event into the contract with BGC: basketball tournament or other sporting event, 

- academic game (spelling bee, jeopardy, “Smarter Than a 5th Grader,” geared toward healthy relationship skills and info)

- continuing a poster (or t-shirt) campaign with groups whenever possible

- putting on a theatrical play with YV annually

V. Accommodating New Chair: Time and Place
The committee was informed of the new co-chair, Stephanie Duenas. As Stephanie is unavailable on Thursdays, the committee discussed alternate days, times, and places to hold monthly meetings. Tentatively, the committee has agreed upon Friday afternoons during the lunch hour (approximately 11:30am-12:30pm) in Niceville. Possible locations suggested were restaurants (TBD) or the Child Advocacy Center. Emily Snipes will determine if the conference room at the CAC will be available for meetings throughout the 2010 year. At the December meeting, the committee will decide on location(s) and the new day and time. Absent committee members will be contacted before the December meeting to determine their views on this matter. In addition to accommodating the new chair, the new meeting time and location is expected to be more convenient for new members to join the committee.

VI. Open Forum

The committee reviewed the Child and Youth Institute workshop proposal. The FCADV is presenting this institute in February with the theme: “Embracing the Diverse Needs of Youth: Towards Compassion, Competency, and Commitment.” The committee decided that if approved, a proposal will be submitted. Denise Lee and Kathy Johnson will help put the proposal and presentation together. Emily Snipes will contact Denise and Kathy if a proposal is approved.
VII. Adjourn - Challenge
At 3:00pm Emily Snipes adjourned the meeting.
