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 Okaloosa-Walton


Prevention Committee Minutes



Domestic Violence Coordinating Council                                    9/10/2009
  “Collaborating for a Cause.”

        2-3pm, Shelter House
Members present: Emily Snipes – Chair, Aimee Tabb, Sidonia Abdulghani, Kathy Johnson, Jack Daly, Denise Lee
Notes taken by: 
Emily Snipes
I. Welcome & Introductions
Emily Snipes opened the meeting at 2:05 pm. Committee members introduced themselves.

II. Approval of Minutes
The committee reviewed and approved the minutes from the meeting on 7/09/09. The August meeting was cancelled, so there were no minutes from that month to review.
III. Report Out/Program Updates
a. Eleanor Johnson Youth Center
Groups with Eleanor Johnson Youth Center (EJYC) ended on August 17, 2009 after 8 weeks. This group was comprised of about 8-10 early adolescent – teenaged girls. The group was very successful and ended on a positive note. 
b. Youth Village
Groups with Youth Village ended on August 18, 2009 after 8 weeks. This group consisted of about 15 mixed gendered youth ranging in ages 11-14. The youth were very responsive to the Safe Dates curriculum. Another round of groups is already scheduled to begin in October, for nine weeks using Expect Respect curriculum
c. Shoal River Middle School
Groups with Shoal River Middle School (SRMS) will begin on Monday, September 14, 2009 and continue for nine weeks. SRMS groups will be using Safe Dates curriculum as well. Group will be comprised of about 10-15 mixed gender students in 6th-8th grades. Emily Snipes and SRMS have agreed that additional rounds of group will be scheduled as needed throughout the school year.
Niceville High School’s social worker, Debbie Miller, contacted her and groups with ESE students at NHS will begin in January, to continue for 8 weeks. Mrs. Miller is also interested in starting prevention groups at Bruner Middle School, but needs to determine a schedule to allow for school holidays and FCAT testing before scheduling.

d. Crestview High School
Groups with CHS will begin in October, to continue for 19 weeks, ending in April. Group will consist of selected ESE students. Students will be mixed gender but separated into same-gender groups. This round of prevention groups with CHS will use adapted Expect Respect curriculum.

IV. Committee Transitions

a. Second Co-Chair still open
Kathy Johnson reported that she submitted her nomination of Rhonda Mailman to Rebecca Bussman for consideration/approval. 
b. Welcome Aimee Tabb
Emily Snipes introduced Aimee Tabb to the committee, welcoming her as Shelter House’s new Outreach and Prevention Manager.
V. Upcoming Trainings
a. DELTA training in September
Emily Snipes invited committee members to the regional DELTA training September 23-24. Any committee member who would like to attend will email Emily or Aimee.
b. DVCC training in October
The DVCC training October 1-2 was announced. This is a two-day training (same each day) and is open and free to attend.
VI. Creating a Healthy Community: Recruiting Members

Committee members discussed ways to help the committee grow. Members felt that creating an incentive for current members to bring new people is a good option (i.e. get a sticker/prize for each new member brought). Also hosting a kick-off event (i.e. potluck) would attract new members. 
a. Letter/Flyer
The committee discussed composing a general letter to send out to local agencies/businesses to recruit members. The committee will determine what agencies, etc. are desired in the committee and will adapt the letter for their interests to gain buy-in. This letter will also contain relevant, local DV statistics to initiate buy-in. Committee members will contact Emily with suggested recipients/potential contacts. 
b. Community partner representatives
Emily Snipes reported that all current and future community partners where groups are conducted will be invited and encouraged to join the committee. Also, an invite to the committee will be included in Shelter House’s e-blast to recruit community members currently involved with Shelter House (donors, volunteers, board members, sponsors, etc.)



VII. Next Meeting- 10/08/09
The next meeting was scheduled for October 8, 2009, from 2-3pm at Shelter House Board Room.
VIII. Adjourn - Challenge
At 3:05pm Emily Snipes adjourned the meeting and reminded committee members of the new committee challenge to spread the word about the committee and to bring someone new to the next meeting.
