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Prevention Committee Minutes



Domestic Violence Coordinating Council                                    7/9/09
  “Collaborating for a Cause.”

        2-3pm, Shelter House
Members present: Amy Hanes- Chair, Emily Snipes, Becki Pence, Rhonda Mailman, Kathy Johnson, Robin King
Notes taken by: 
Emily Snipes
I. Welcome & Introductions
Amy Hanes opened the meeting at 2:10 pm. Committee members introduced themselves.

II. Approval of Minutes
The committee reviewed the minutes from the meeting on 6/11/09. With the exception of two spelling errors that Emily Snipes will correct, the minutes were approved.
III. Report Out/Program Updates
a. Eleanor Johnson Youth Center
Emily Snipes reported that groups with Eleanor Johnson Youth Center (EJYC) began on June 29, 2009 and will continue for 8 weeks. There have been 2 group sessions so far, which have gone well. The group is small, but there is interest and good input from the youth. 
b. Youth Village
Emily Snipes reported that groups with Youth Village began on June 30, 2009 and will continue for 8 weeks. This group consists of about twenty youth. The youth have been very responsive and open to the information.
c. Shoal River Middle School
Emily Snipes reported that Shoal River Middle School (SRMS) would like to schedule groups for the upcoming 2009/2010 school year. SRMS would like to begin groups sometime in September and are open to continuing groups as long as necessary, depending on which curriculum is used. Emily Snipes will continue planning upcoming groups with SRMS to schedule exact dates.
d. DVCC
Amy Hanes reported that a small prevention activity was successfully implemented at the DVCC meeting on July 1, 2009. The committee discussed incorporating a prevention activity at every DVCC meeting to enhance and maintain prevention knowledge.

Becki Pence reported on the Professional Awareness Committee (PAC)/ Criminal Justice Committee (CJC) meeting that took place on July 9, 2009 at 12pm. The PAC and CJC are collaborating on the DVCC training that is scheduled for October 1 and 2, 2009. This is a two-day event, with the same training each day, in order to be more accessible for community members to attend. The PAC and CJC are considering hosting the training at Niceville United Methodist Church. 

IV. Committee Transitions

a. Emily Snipes approved as Co-Chair
Amy Hanes reported that her resignation as Prevention Committee Chair was submitted to and accepted by the DVCC as well as Emily Snipes’ nomination to Co-Chair.
b. Open floor for nominations of second Co-Chair
Amy Hanes opened the floor for nominations of second Co-Chair to the committee and Rhonda Mailman expressed interest in the position. Kathy Johnson will email a nomination for Rhonda to Rebecca Bussman for the DVCC to consider/approve. Amy Hanes reported that Kristin Atkins also expressed interest in remaining involved with the Prevention Committee and would consider becoming a Co-Chair if the position remains vacant.
V. Prevention Committee and the Social Ecological Model (SEM)
a. Overview of SEM
Amy Hanes reviewed the SEM for all committee members.
b. Prevention on the relationship level 
SH is already working on the individual level with groups.
The committee brainstormed ways to implement Prevention on the relationship level of the SEM. The committee did not discuss how to implement Primary Prevention on the societal level of the SEM at this time.
c. Discuss how the committee can address Teen Dating Violence on other levels of the SEM
The committee discussed several options, many of which could also address the individual and community levels of the SEM. Some of the ideas that were suggested are listed: 
1 - reaching out to parents and staff who work with youth in the groups that Shelter
     House (SH) is working with 
2 - reaching out to Walton County
3 - networking with community sports programs (Little League, Rec Center, etc.)
4 - partnering with Big Brothers/Big Sisters and local schools
5 - training BGC staff off the clock
6 - engaging staff
   - offering to provide food as incentive to attend trainings
   - offering CE credits to get teachers to attend trainings 
7 - engaging parents at BGC
   - combine training with other fun, community-oriented events at the BGC that
     parents are likely to attend (e.g. basketball tournaments, BBQ) 
8 - organizing a youth-led community event (teens work with younger kids to
     advertise, sell tickets for, and run an event related to raising awareness of
     Primary Prevention and Domestic Violence)
VI. Change Meeting Times
Amy Hanes asked the committee if the meeting time of 2-3pm was conducive to all members’ schedules and opened the possibility of changing the meeting time if it was inconvenient to any member. The committee agreed that 2-3pm is currently the best meeting time for all members.



VII. Next Meeting- 8/13/09
The next meeting was scheduled for August 13, 2009, from 2-3pm at Shelter House Conference Room.
VIII. Adjourn 
At 2:55pm Amy Hanes adjourned the meeting.
