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 Okaloosa-Walton
 Domestic Violence Coordinating Council

             “Collaborating for a cause.”
Okaloosa-Walton Domestic Violence Coordinating Council

May 7, 2008

Present: Sandra Bean, Pat Blackmon, Beth Blankenship, Rebecca Bussman, Stephanie Carroll, JJ Crater, Michelle Espinoza, Cynthia Hopper, Beth Marks, Jeanne Nelson, Nancy Paddock, Charity Parker, Mary Jean Peterson, Sharon Rogers, Patti Swenson-Abraham, David Stout, Alicia Wardlow.

1. Introductions:

2. Minutes were approved with the addition of Bobbie Addington’s name to the     

present list.

3. Mission Statements Proposal from the Steering Committee were approved as   

written.

      4.   By-law changes were as follows:

* Change DVCC to OWDVCC to show we cover two counties.

*To be a member of the OWDVCC and have voting privileges, you must fill out a membership form. You also must pay a membership fee which is $25 for an agency fee and $10 for an individual fee.

*Change committee to sub-committee.

*Change the re-election of the co-chairs and Steering Committee members to state, they can serve every two years. However, this can be waived if the person is doing a good job and still wants to be a part of the owdvcc.

*Each sub-committee should have their own goals, especially during the month of October.

*Absences- discussions ensued and it was decided that absences could be waived by the majority of the vote, 1/3 was not required. It was also important for members to understand that absences must be excused (an explanation given of why member could not make it) and this notice must be given prior to the meeting.

*Section 2 will be changed to list our re-structured sub-committees.

The reason for all the changes was to have the by-laws reflect the owdvcc as it is now. 

      By-law updates for the owdvcc were approved by a vote. Beth Blankenship   

made a motion and Sharon Rogers seconded. All members present voted and the motion passed.

5.  The lunch meeting time seems to have helped in more people being able to 
attend meetings, having the food catered seemed like a really good idea. It was 
discussed that to continue providing food everyone would need to pitch in and 
donate for the lunch. It was also decided that Beth Blankenship should be 
reimbursed from the owdvcc lunch she and Alicia provided.

6. Committee Reports:

Criminal Justice- Has not met since their last meeting, no report given.

Prevention- Continuing to work on the Getting to Outcomes Steps. Is planning to teach the Healthy Relationships Curriculum to Nellie Bogar’s Youth Village and a few other summer camp programs during the summer. The work with runaway teens at Hope House wrapped up the middle of April. We were able to teach 10 sessions of the Healthy Relationships Curriculum.

Public Awareness- Next meeting is May 16th at 3pm located at Ruby Tuesdays off of Beal Pkwy. The annual conference planning has already begun, this year the focus will be on youth.

Victim Advocacy- Their meetings are held on the first Monday of the month. They have been working towards their goal of having people in place at the courthouse to help with injunctions. Every Friday, training is being offered on how to fill out injunctions.

Walton- They are combining the Homeless Continuum and the Walton County committee meetings, since it was difficult for everyone to come to two separate meetings. Most of the individuals are already involved on both committees anyways. They are searching for ways to recruit new members.

Steering- By-law changes and agencies/people needed to donate color copies for the owdvcc brochure. 

7. Future Presentations:

We are looking at using our Speaker’s Bureau to meet everyone’s training needs. More information will be shared at future meetings.

     8.  Presentation by Rebecca Bussman “Advanced Conceptualizations of Domestic                 

      Violence”

  9.  Next Meetings: 7/0/08 in Shalimar, 9/17/08 in DeFuniak Springs, 11/5/08 in 
Shalimar 

** all meetings will be held in their respective courthouses**

