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 Okaloosa-Walton
 Domestic Violence Coordinating Council

             “Collaborating for a cause.”

Okaloosa Walton Domestic Violence Coordinating Council Minutes

March 12, 2008

Present:  Terri Adkison, Beth Blankenship, Rebecca Bussman, Stephanie Carroll, Agnes Coppola, Teresa Gomez, Karen Hardeman, Beth Marks, Stephanie Ockunzzi, Charity Parker, Mark Roper, Michelle Sperzel, Alicia Wardlow.

1. Introductions
2. Minutes were approved as written
3. DVCC Model Plan/History

a. Rebecca Bussman summarized the DVCC Model Plan (located on DVCC       

Website) and DVCC history.

b. Rebecca noted the role of DVCC is to provide a venue for communication among Domestic Violence professionals versus replacing any service already in existence. 

c. Rebecca mentioned that domestic violence should be determined and evaluated by behavioral health professionals with regard to intervention. The DVCC’s role is to provide awareness, training, recognition, and certification for professionals in the field. These elements of functioning will likely best develop under a formal strategic plan.

4. Rebecca reported on the departure of Jeannette Debs as Vice-Chair and Ginny Barr as Treasure.  No responses were received to the request for nominations to fill the positions of Vice Chair and Treasurer.  During today’s Steering Committee meeting, Beth Blankenship made an oral motion to appoint Rebecca Bussman as Vice-Chair and Rebecca Bussman made an oral motion to appoint Stephanie Carroll as Treasurer and Secretary.  Rebecca noted it is no longer pertinent to have two co-chairs for subcommittees and requested that all subcommittees have their subcommittee goals submitted by the next DVCC General Membership meeting.

5. Stephanie Carroll reminded the membership of the need to use the website for reporting minutes, goals, meeting information, etc as maintenance for the website cost approximately $200 per quarter.  Each co-chair should have received a member’s only password.  The website address is: www.owdvcc.org

6. Committee Reports

a. Criminal Justice:  Rebecca Bussman reported for co-chair Agnes Coppola.  Agnes is working to coordinate an agreement for Bridgeway to provide civil injunction monitoring services for the court system.  The committee is also working to resolve issues concerning access to the local military installations by Pretrial and other court staff.  The next committee meeting has not been set.

b. Prevention:  Stephanie Carroll reported on her work with “Hope House” where she is teaching classes on self-esteem, teen dating violence, anger management, bullying, and how to have healthy relationships to runaway teens. This covers what is required by the DELTA program to continue with funding until September 30, 2008.

c. Public Awareness:  Rebecca Bussman reported their committee is preparing for the 2008 DVCC Conference and has been discussing the possibility of reducing the size of the conference, but including fun activities.  They are also discussing the possibility of extending invitations to all judges and including MOUs concerning the goals and mission of DVCC.  Rebecca also discussed DVCC marketing tools (mugs, pens, brochures, table banner, PowerPoint presentation) and encouraged members to display the tools wherever possible.  The Public Awareness Committee is meeting on Friday, March 14, 2008 at 3:00.  Rebecca invited all interested persons in helping with October events to attend.

d. Steering:  Beth Blankenship conveyed Judge Green’s apologies for not being able to greet and speak with the members, but relayed he is thrilled we were able to meet in the new Walton Courthouse.  Stephanie Carroll proposed the general membership hold pot luck lunch meetings in the future.

e. Victim Advocacy:  No report.

f. Walton County: Still working with the Institute for Senior
Professionals to do a needs assessment for DV shelter/services for Walton
County. Next meeting is Thursday March 27.  Location TBA.

7. Rebecca Bussman opened the floor for free conversation concerning ways to boost membership participation. Michelle Sperzel was introduced as the new Executive Director of Shelter House.

8. Agency Announcements

a. Agnes Coppola announced planned Crisis Intervention Training with Bridgeway and the Okaloosa Sheriff’s Department scheduled for April 7 through 11, 2008.  Bev Barbarisi is coordinating the training and they hope to provide CEUs for Sheriff’s Department participants.

b. Agnes Coppola announced the upcoming Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce Expo scheduled for March 13, 2008.  The event will last all day.

c. Charity Parker announced the Walton County prevention Coalition will be hosting a free barbeque on March 25, 2008 at 6:00.  The barbeque will be provided by Busy B.

d. Beth Marks announced the re-opening of two full-time Victim Advocates positions on Eglin Air Force Base as well as some part-time positions.  The newly re-opened positions have also created a vacancy in the Employee Assistance Program (EAP) as one of the Victim Advocate positions has been filled by the person who formerly staffed the EAP position.  Beth also reported the Family Advocacy program on Eglin is witnessing an increase in violent family situations that they believe is due to recent increases in a variety of family stress factors.

8.  Meeting adjourned.

